
Special pointsSpecial pointsSpecial pointsSpecial points    
ofofofof interest: interest: interest: interest:    

• Father John M. 
Gambro, OP relates 
the joy in hearing 
confessions as a 
young priest. 

• Father Bruce 
Bradley tells a 
priceless story of 
Fr. Francis Gabryl 
and his good 
friend. 

• Father Henry Drozd 
spins a Halloween 
tale from the early 
days of St. Pius X. 

• Father Dan Clayton 
shares a story of 
his brother priest. 

• Monsignor Thomas 
Weinzapfel recalls 
the bullet points of 
all those years. 

• Monsignor Charles 
King reflects on 
reassuring people 
of the love of God. 

• Zachary Packard 
shares eloquent 
insights from the 
priestly formation 
point of view. 
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Greetings Alumni and friends!  

On June 19, the Feast of the 

Sacred Heart of Jesus and 

the day for the sanctification 

of priests, the Jubilee Year 

for Priests as proclaimed by 

His Holiness Benedict XVI 

began.  I’m not certain that 

it’s on everyone’s radar yet, 

but I feel that’s because our 

priests are truly humble and 

shy away from drawing 

attention to themselves 

except when they point us to 

Christ.  In my opinion, the 

Jubilee Year has come in like a 

meek Lamb and only we can 

insure that it proceeds and 

culminates next June 2010 as 

the Lion of Judah , Our 

Jubilee Year For Priests Commences…  Bev Kosco ‘71 
 Supreme High Priest, Jesus 

Christ deserves by showing 

our sincere appreciation to 

those priests who have left 

indelible footprints on our 

hearts and souls.  So, with 

reverence to the Supreme 

Pontiff, we proudly turn our 

focus to those dedicated 

men who have served us so 

long and so well at SPX.  It is 

my honor and privilege to 

share their memories and 

words of wisdom with you in 

our 2009 Jubilee Year 

Reconnect SPX issues.  I 

have been blessed, 

encouraged, and yes, 

entertained by their  

submissions.  They are for 

the most part, fully as 

written by our priests.   

I encourage my fellow alums 

to email me your favorite 

priestly stories for future 

issues.  See page 3 for a 

few alumni memories.  

Immense thanks to all who 

have participated so far.  .  

Both my inbox and mailbox 

were blessed to receive 

these treasures.  To those 

fellow procrastinators out 

there – there’s still time.  

Our next issue is scheduled 

for early October.  Be 

assured that I will be in 

touch with gentle reminders 

soon.  Now on with our July, 

Reconnect SPX 2009… 

3030  Gus  Thomasson  Rd. ,  Dal las,  Tx   75228  
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“As a seminarian, I 

am profoundly 

humbled at the gifts 

and tasks entrusted 

to a priest according 

to the life of our 

Lord, Jesus Christ.” 

On this special occasion during a 
“Year for Priests,” whereby the 
universal patron saint of parish 
priests, St. John Mary Vianney, is 
recognized for his heroic witness to 
the Gospel through his priestly 
vocation, I ask our Blessed Mother 
for more priests like him! As a 
seminarian, I am profoundly humbled 
at the gifts and tasks entrusted to a 
priest according to the life of our 
Lord, Jesus Christ. The letter of Pope 
Benedict XVI proclaiming this 
extraordinary year reveal how John 
Mary Vianney approached his love 
for the heart of Jesus by the witness 
of his daily life. The way Pope 
Benedict outlines the mission of a 
priest through St. John Vianney in his 
letter makes me consider my 
unworthiness in approaching the 

Zachary Packard – our Seminarian for Summer ‘09 

priesthood but I can’t help but 
recognize in my early stages of 
formation, God’s infinite merciful 
love and generosity that has 
marked my ability to say “yes” to 
discern such an important 
mission. I am thankful to God 
foremost, especially for the 
many people who support me in 
formation as a seminarian, 
because the task nowadays of 
the priest “to deepen the 
commitment to interior renewal 
for the sake of a more forceful 
and incisive witness to the 
Gospel in today’s world” means 
that everyone, especially priests 
and seminarians need Christ 
more than ever. Blessed be 
God for giving us His most 
precious Son, Jesus Christ, the 

Eternal High Priest, who offers 
Himself to God the Father as a 
perfect example of what it 
means to be a priest and asks 
all of us to have a “deep 
personal identification with the 
Sacrifice of the Cross” that our 
lives may be marked by love for 
him and that priests may be 
“heralds of hope, reconciliation, 
and peace for our world.” 
Because Pope Benedict XVI 
has entrusted this Year for 
Priests to Mary, the Most Holy 
Virgin and Mother of Priests, I 
too ask for her intercession to 

“awaken in the heart of every 

priest a generous and renewed 
commitment to the ideal of 
complete self-oblation to Christ 
and the Church.”    
 

Rev. Daniel J. ClaytonRev. Daniel J. ClaytonRev. Daniel J. ClaytonRev. Daniel J. Clayton – served 1971-1975 
Ordained June 1, 1968 

What a great idea! [Year for Priests 
feature]  I’m at work and computer 
access is an issue, so here I am writing 
this.  Besides, I’m “old school.”  I was 
at St. Pius X for four years in my early 
priesthood.  It was the early and mid-
70s.  I look back on it as one of my best 
assignments.  I learned a lot about 
myself.  Or course, I had a good 
teacher and mentor in Msgr. 
Weinzapfel.  From him I learned what 
“pastoring” is all about.  The people of 
the parish, the children in the school, 
the Sisters and the other clergy all 
helped to make it a wonderful 
experience.  I will never forget the 
parish motto “Love One Another.”  It 
was something to strive for.  Maybe we 
didn’t always reach it, but it was 
always in the back of my mind.  Among 
the colorful personalities of my time 
there was a young Dominican priest 
from Spain, Father Jose [Vigara].  He 
loved cats and all aspects of life in 
America.  Father Gabryl, the elderly 
Polish priest with us at the time, would 
shake his head and announce “Oh, 
these young priests!”  But he really 
enjoyed our company.  When Father 
Jose invited me along on a trip to 
Europe to visit his family, I was sure 
Monsignor wouldn’t let us both be away 
at the same time.  But I was wrong and 
it turned out to be a great time and my 
first time to Europe.   

  
I had some personal tragedies and losses in my 
family during my years there, but Monsignor and 
so many people helped me through them.  My 
memories are numerous and happy of my time at 
ST. Pius X.  Luckily I still see and keep in touch 
with friends from those years.   
God bless St. Pius X!             -Father Dan Clayton 

 
 
Editor’s note:  I visited with Fr. Clayton before 
daily Mass at St. Bernard of Clairvaux recently.  
He says “God willing” he is there most Fridays 
to celebrate the 5:30pm Mass.  Fr. Clayton is 
assigned by the Diocese of Dallas to full-time 
chaplaincy at Methodist Health System. At 
Methodist Dallas Medical Center, he serves the 
spiritual and sacramental needs of Catholic 
patients and staff.  He had just returned from 
his High School reunion.  It was great to sit and 
chat and remember.  God bless you, Father! 
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One morning recently, a nice looking young man slipped into one of the front 
pews at 6:15 Mass.  Father introduced him as Zachary Packard, the  result of 
our daily prayers for vocations.  Zach is a Dallas Diocesan Seminarian who 
would help out at SPX for the summer.  What we were about to discover was 
that Zachary Packard has ties to St. Pius that run deep.  “Hey, are you a 
‘Cook’?  I’ll bet he was asked that question about a hundred times.  Grandson 
of Bill and Betty Cook, his Mom, Mary Cook Packard ’75 and other family 
members are fellow SPX alums.  Zach tells us that he was baptized right here 
at good ole SPX!  He was gracious enough to provide us some food for thought 
on the Year for Priests from a slightly different perspective… 

 

The priest is not a 

priest for himself; he 

does not give himself 

absolution; he does 

not administer the 

Sacraments to himself. 

He is not for himself, 

he is for you... What 

joy did the Apostles 

feel after the 

Resurrection of Our 

Lord, at seeing the 

Master whom they had 

loved so much! The 

priest must feel the 

same joy at seeing Our 

Lord whom he holds in 

his hands. Great value 

is attached to objects 

which have been laid 

in the drinking cup of 

the Blessed Virgin and 

of the Child Jesus, at 

Loretto. But the 

fingers of the priest, 

that have touched the 

adorable Flesh of 

Jesus Christ, that have 

been plunged into the 

chalice which 

contained His Blood, 

into the pyx where His 

Body has lain, are 

they not still more 

precious? The 

priesthood is the love 

of the Heart of Jesus 

Cure d’Ars – 

St. John Marie 

Vianney 
Patron of Priests 

 

 

 
Fr. Clayton, Gloria Kosco, Fr. Jose Vigara 

and Chuy the kitten 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to the class of 2009! 
Our newest Alumni: 

Christian Byers Rachel McManus 

Cameron Davis Mary Merkel 

Lillian DeLaPaz Alex Montes 

Gabriel Estrada Richard Moser 

April Estrella Brianna Nunez 

Ashley Fuentes Colton Paradowski 

Daniel Garza Eric Ramon  

Carlos Gonzalez Angelica Rangel 

Matthew Granado Adam Rochester 

Crystal Hambrick Joseph Rodriguez 

Jack H. Hamilton III  Raul Saldana 

Elizabeth Horak Zachary Soto 

Kelly Ikemenogo Haylee Spivey 

Joshua Kleinmeier Blake Stonebarger 

Mark Le Monica Valles 

Mikhail Llauder Marie Vo 

Nicholas Longoria Neil Wayne 

Susan Mammen Emily Weaver 

Irving Marroquin Catherine Zamora 

Alumni – Where are we now? 

Mary Whitten Durham ‘70 

Mary attended East Texas State University 
and works as a Sr. Child Support Clerk for 
the Harrison County District Clerk.  Mary, 
her husband and children Heather Marie 
and Robert O. Durham Jr. live in 
Hallsville, TX 

Kristy Brown Cisneros ‘91 

Kristy went on to graduate from Bishop Lynch HS and 
attain a BA in Radio/TV/Film from University of North 

Texas in 2000.  She and  her husband Anthony live in 
Ft. Worth.  Kristy says, “18 yrs later, thanks to Mrs. 

Empey, and Mrs. O'Hara, I can still recite 
the Gettysburg Address and sing the Preposition 

Song!  

Olivia Guzman 2000 

Olivia graduated from the Court Reporting 

Institute of Dallas on May 29, 2009.  She will be 

going to Austin to take her State certification test 

in September.  Olivia, we wish you the best and 

send prayers for success in passing your three 

tests at 225 wpm.  Whew! 
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GRAD BRAGS 
Julie Marotta Einstein (1976)  Oldest son, Danny, just graduated from Roycemore HS in Evanston, IL and 

will be attending DePaul U. in Chicago in the fall of 2009. 

Rachel A Farrell (1999) - Bachelor of Science - Education  - SF Austin U. 

Stoney Laurel (1999), Baylor U., May 2009, BBA in Accounting and Computer Information Systems 

Beth Ann Clark, (2000) graduated from Lake Highlands HS in 2004, received Bachelor's degree in Early 

Childhood from Texas Tech U. in May 2008, will receive Master's degree in Language Literacy from Texas 

Tech U. in August 2009  

Kevin McKissick (2000) received his degree in Electrical Engineering from Texas Tech U. on May 9, 2009.  

He was offered and job with Oncor and will begin working on June 1st. 

Stephanie DeTamble (2001), Graduated from UNT on May 10, 2008 with a Bachelors of Science in Criminal 

Justice. Graduated Cum Laude (with Honors). Graduated previously from the Dallas Police Academy and is 

currently a Dallas Police Officer.  

Bridget M. Farrell (2001) - Bachelor of Science - Criminal Justice - Cum Laude - St Louis U. 

Jessica Horak (2001) just graduated from Texas A&M with a B.S. in Interdisciplinary Studies. 

Jared Morris, (2001), recently graduated from Eastern New Mexico U. with a Bachelors Degree in Business 

Administration and Marketing.  On June 1st, I will be working for MetLife as an Employee Benefit Sales 

Representative in Dallas, TX. 

Serena Morris, (2002) graduated from Midwestern State U. with a BS degree in radiological sciences.  

Erin E. Farrell (2005)- Bishop Lynch HS - with honors attending Texas A&M school of Biomedical Sciences 

to study Veterinary medicine. 

Courtney Nguyen, (2005) Graduated from Bishop Lynch HS 2009, Will attend UNT for Graphic Design.   

Niall Coursey (2005)  2009 North Mesquite HS Graduate  Will be attending UNT 

Maggie Barton (2005), is a 2009 Graduate of Bishop Lynch, and was awarded academic and athletic 

scholarships to attend St. Edwards University in Austin.  She will major in Digital Media Management.   

Angela CenzonAngela CenzonAngela CenzonAngela Cenzon    

SPX Class of 2005SPX Class of 2005SPX Class of 2005SPX Class of 2005    

NameNameNameNamedddd Ursuline Academy of Dallas  Ursuline Academy of Dallas  Ursuline Academy of Dallas  Ursuline Academy of Dallas 
ValedictorianValedictorianValedictorianValedictorian    
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I was ordained in Dubuque, Iowa at our 
Priory of St. Rose (which we don't have 
any more) on May 25, 1957 by the Most 
Reverend Archbishop-Bishop Edward F. 
Hoban.  of Cleveland, Ohio.  At that 
time, there were such things as an 
honorary archbishop...no longer. 
Exciting things in 52 years of being a 
Priest.  I wish that I could always have 
the humility, thrill and awe of the exact 
moment in the ceremony that I became 
a priest. The rest of the time that 
week...first Mass, giving a first blessing 
to my parents...that makes me want to 
cry..,..I hope that I said THANK  YOU 
enough to them. I visit the cemetery 
often to spend some time with them and 
say thanks...I loved teaching and the 
contact with the students.  I did that for 

46 years...15 at Bishop Lynch and a total of 31 
at Fenwick. In later years, I worked with  the 
seniors in a retreat group called KAIROS...It's 
group dynamics and the only understatement 
that I can make about that is that each one (6 
per year) was a miraculous experience both for 
me and for the retreatants. I could go on for 
miles on this one.  
    What did I like most?  In all sincerity and 
truth, coming to St. :Pius, without a doubt.  
There I had the comradeship of GREAT 
priests. We  used to eat together ( I made 
pancakes and waffles occasionally), visit and 
talk, just like a great family.  I had the 
opportunity to preach much more often than I 
did while teaching, I had the opportunity to 
hear confessions...marry, officiate at funerals 
and so forth. I think that the experience I had 
when I heard my first confessions might 
illustrate this.  There I was, all by myself. I,  
Me, John Gambro, was acting in place of 
Jesus Christ and his father. . My first penitent 
was a woman who just happened to be walking 
by the church that Saturday afternoon. She 
had left the church 48 years ago.  Didn't know 
why she came in, had no intention of entering 
the church, but something.....and there we 
were and I was able to take care of those 48 
years and say: I, (JOHN GAMBRO)  
ABSOLVE YOU OF YOUR SINS.  WOW! Or 

when I Consecrated or distributed Holy 
Communion ( not just "THE BREAD AND 
THE CUP” as they say now... 
I could go on and on as I think about what 
I haven't thought about enough throughout 
my life. I love to preach and St. Pius 
regularly renewed that particular part of my 
soul. Excellent physical setup, wonderfully 
attentive audience.   I can't say enough 
about that.  
   The person for whom I had and have the 
most respect is Monsignor Weinzapfel.  
Without a doubt.  He's a Priest's priest in 
every sense of the word. 
ENOUGH! I could go on and on.  Thanks 
for asking me.  I bless you.  Much Love,  
Father John Gambro, OP 
 

Editor’s note:  I spoke to Fr. 
Gambro by phone recently and he 
said if he could deliver this 
personally, he’d be honored to do 
so. He went to some trouble to 
get my new phone number – but 
he found me.  I was honored! 
Father, be assured of our love 
and our prayers! 
Fr. Gambro lives at St. Pius V 
Dominican Priory in Chicago, Ill. 
 

Rev. Rev. Rev. Rev. JohnJohnJohnJohn M. Gambro, OP M. Gambro, OP M. Gambro, OP M. Gambro, OP - 52 years a priest! 
Ordained May 25, 1957

 

Dear St. Pius X Alumni: 
 
            Thank you for the opportunity to 
share reflections on my Priesthood.  Time 
flies so quickly, especially the older you 
get.  My recollections of the Priesthood 
could not fail to include grand memories of 
St. Pius X Parish for it was there that I 
began my wonderful journey of parish 
ministry in September of 1957.  I had 
dreamed of becoming a Priest as a senior in 
college, because I liked working with 
people and from what I had seen, Catholic 
Priests had lots of opportunities to work 
with people.  From my first day at St. Pius X 
to this day I have never had any regrets.  To 
be able to reassure people that God loves 
them, teach people about the Good News 
of God among us, console people in grief 
and pain and to celebrate God’s presence in 
life changing events has been the joy of my 
life.  Most of that I learned in St. Pius X 
Parish.   
 
            I could write pages of memories 
over the years but that can wait for another 
time.  Thank you for your faith and life as a 
faith-filled community.  Please pray for me 
as I do for you. 
 
            Sincerely, 
            Rev. Msgr. Charles B. King, PA 

 

 

Msgr. Charles B. King Msgr. Charles B. King Msgr. Charles B. King Msgr. Charles B. King ––––    alias “Fr. Charlie B.” alias “Fr. Charlie B.” alias “Fr. Charlie B.” alias “Fr. Charlie B.”   Served from   Served from   Served from   Served from 1957195719571957----1963196319631963    

Pastor of Immaculate Conception Parish in Denton since August, 2000. 
 

Editors note:  Our SPX history reports that Msgr. King was chaplain at Bishop Lynch HS, in residence at St. Pius 
back in 1963. My guess is that he was the FIRST for that assignment. 

Father King is the newest member of St. Pius X’s clerical family.  
Educated and ordained in Rome, Father King was assigned to St. 
Pius last August following his return to the United States.  He is a 
native of Wichita Falls. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Pius X School fosters the Catholic commitment to know, love, and serve the Lord as St. Pius X School fosters the Catholic commitment to know, love, and serve the Lord as St. Pius X School fosters the Catholic commitment to know, love, and serve the Lord as St. Pius X School fosters the Catholic commitment to know, love, and serve the Lord as 
reflected in our parish motto “Love One Another.”reflected in our parish motto “Love One Another.”reflected in our parish motto “Love One Another.”reflected in our parish motto “Love One Another.”     Our mission is to recognize the  Our mission is to recognize the  Our mission is to recognize the  Our mission is to recognize the 
value of each student and to challenge the individual to be a responvalue of each student and to challenge the individual to be a responvalue of each student and to challenge the individual to be a responvalue of each student and to challenge the individual to be a responsible, selfsible, selfsible, selfsible, self----

disciplined, lifelong learner in the service of the Church and Society.disciplined, lifelong learner in the service of the Church and Society.disciplined, lifelong learner in the service of the Church and Society.disciplined, lifelong learner in the service of the Church and Society. 
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End of School News!End of School News!End of School News!End of School News!    
• Twenty-seven of our 39 graduates will be 

attending Bishop Lynch HS in the fall.  Several 
of our graduates have already been accepted 
into the honors and renaissance programs in the 
public schools of their choice.  We are very 
proud of all our graduates and look forward to 
hearing their success stories in the future. 

• St. Pius X School is proud to take part in the 
Presidential Physical Fitness Awards program 
for over 20 years.  Students earn a blue patch, 
for the highest level of fitness and these were 
presented during the 8am All School Mass on 
Tuesday, May 26th.  Red patches for the 2nd 
highest level of fitness were presented during 
the respective PE classes on Wednesday, May 
27th. 

 

Mrs. Tobin and Mrs. Weiters sponsored a hot 

dog lunch for seven students in the recent on-

line auction.  We thank their families for 

supporting St. Pius X School.  And yes!  That is 

our own John Farrell ’71 as the Grillmaster. 

 

Mrs. McKissick and Mrs. Boyles sponsored a 

pizza lunch for a group of students in the 

recent on-line auction and we thank the 

students’ families for supporting St. Pius X 

School.  The kids had a great time! 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Michael Kosco ‘63 

In the ‘60’s, Father Moran used to grade  

The altar boys periodically with colors on  

a chart in the sacristy : 

 

Silver – Excellent 

White – Very Good 

Dark green – Good 

Light green – Fair 

Yellow – Poor 

Red – Very Poor 

 

…Father was quite opinionated 

 

Memories of our priests from Alumni of SPX School 

 Teresa Harman Kleineck ‘66 

Kids who lived on both parts of 

San Vicente spent Sunday 

afternoons watching Fr. King, 

Fr. Kamel, and at that time, Fr. 

Weinzapfel play softball with 

Travis Harman, Bob Lawrence, 

Tom Greenan, Al Vieger, Frank 

Fagot, and many other of the 

Catholic neighborhood men, on 

the upper ball diamond next to 

the old rectory on upper San 

Vicente.   

 Msgr. Weinzapfel would ride 

his bicycle in the neighborhood 

as he let his beautiful German 

Shepherd run alongside him on 

a leash.  One summer night, he 

had his telescope out between 

the convent and the school and 

some of us neighbor kids went 

up there and he let us look at 

the stars and the moon on the 

very dark summer night sky.  

There were not many lights 

around as Gus Thomasson Rd. 

was just a two lane tar road at 

the time. 

 

From Alumni Memories webpage 
I loved Fr. Monaldi and the way he played the 
organ at church--wildly exuberant.  But then 
everything about him screamed joy.  He once 
made Fr. Henry laugh so hard on the altar that 
he couldn't continue the Mass.  The harder he 
laughed, the harder all the kids laughed, until 
we were all bent over, roaring, wiping our 
eyes.  
 
When Father Monaldi would walk past the 
class rooms singing - you would hear him 
coming from way off, coming and going as he 
walked around the school yard during classes. 
 
I often recall Father Monaldi leading us in song 
during packed Sunday Masses in the Parish 
Hall.  
 
When I die and go to heaven, I want to live 
next door to Fr. Monaldi.    
(I’ll take the other side!  bk) 

 

 
† † † † Rev. Anthony Monaldi ††††    

Served SPX 1966-1968 

 
Rev. William F. Moran 

Served from 1960-1963 
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Our priestly life and activity continue the 

life and activity of Christ himself. Here lies 

our identity, our true dignity, the source of 

our joy, the very basis of our life… Only by 

having a deep knowledge of the Person 

and work of Jesus Christ is the priest able 

to understand his own identity. John Paul 

says, "the priest finds the full truth of his 

identity in being a derivation, a specific 

participation in and continuation of Christ 

himself, the one high priest of the new and 

eternal covenant. The priest is a living and 

transparent image of Christ the 

priest…Reference to Christ is thus the 

absolutely necessary key for understanding 

the reality of the priesthood." The priest is 

called to be a man of prayer and 

contemplation, for it is through prayer 

(and study) that the priest comes to a 

deeper personal knowledge of the Person 

and work of Christ. In prayer and 

contemplation he is sent forth by Christ to 

minister to his people in pastoral charity.       

Pope John Paul IIPope John Paul IIPope John Paul IIPope John Paul II  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In his 1986 Holy Thursday 
Letter to Priests, Pope John 
Paul II wrote: 

Dear brother priests, the 
example of the Curé of Ars 
invites us to a serious 
examination of conscience:  
what place do we give to the 
Mass in our daily lives? Is it, 
as on the day of our 
Ordination -- it was our first 
act as priests! -- the principle 
of our apostolic work and 
personal sanctification? What 
care do we take in preparing 
for it? And in celebrating it? In 
praying before the Blessed 
Sacrament? In encouraging 
our faithful people to do the 
same? In making our 
churches the House of God to 
which the divine presence 
attracts the people of our time 
who too often have the 
impression of a world empty 
of God. 
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Through the 

priesthood which 

arises from the 

depths of the 

ineffable mystery of 

God, that is, from 

the love of the 

Father, the grace of 

Jesus Christ and the 

Holy Spirit’s gift of 

unity, the priest 

sacramentally enters 

into communion with 

the bishop and with 

other priests in order 

to serve the people 

of God who are the 

Church……so is the 

priest, by virtue of 

sacramental 

consecration, 

configured in his 

being to Jesus Christ, 

Head and Shepherd. 

Pastores Dabo VobisPastores Dabo VobisPastores Dabo VobisPastores Dabo Vobis    
 

 

My first assignment as a priest 
was at St. Pius X.  I began my 
ministry there in June of 
1978.               
Martha Kerr, Leola Flake and 
the staff welcomed me. Fr. 
Gabryl initiated me into his 
Polish world and his personal 
friendship with Pope John 
Paul II. Sister Gabriel and the 
other sisters were happy to 
have me involved with the 
school. Msgr. Weinzapfel 
helped train me as a young 
priest.  Monsignor was very 
supportive of things I wanted 
to do and gave good direction 
and advice.   Monsignor truly 
believes in the brotherhood of 
priests.  I often missed the 
freedom and candid attitude 
that he shared with the 
younger clergy after I had 
gone to serve in other 
parishes. 
Martha told me that I had 
performed 105 weddings the 
first two years of priesthood. 
I was actually surprised when 
she said that.  It was a busy 
place.  I laugh today because 
when I was serving at St. Pius 
we had four priests in the 
rectory, five active deacons, 
seven sisters in the school and 
a Dominican priest every 
Sunday to help.  We all 
thought we were overworked! 
Today we all have five times 
the work to do and only one 
or two priests to do it! 
I remember fondly working 
with Virginia Hemmi and the 
Religious Education 
Department. The Perez family 

and the MacDonalds were 
very welcoming in the 
area of Youth Ministry.  
Steve and Ginger 
Landregan were always 
supportive and ready to 
listen 
There were so many 
families and people that I 
came into contact with it 
would require and very 
long book. It was a great 
place for a young priest 
to begin ministry and 
learn the “ropes” with 
Msgr. Weinzapfel at the 
helm. 
I will share one story in 
particular as it happened 
the first summer I was 
living at St. Pius rectory.  
One evening at the 
refrigerator while getting 
a glass of milk I was 
intercepted by Fr. Francis 
Gabryl.  He began to 
explain to me that he 
used a “real doctor” from 
Poland who after 
receiving and examining a 
black and white photo 
then prescribed health 
giving remedies.  These 
remedies consisted of 
things such as eating 
more onions or taking 
walks.  I was not 
impressed, but simply 
said, “Oh that’s 
interesting, Father.”  He 
then told me about his 
friend the Archbishop of 
Krakow who, it was said, 
had been told by Padre 
Pio (now canonized a 

saint) that one day he 
would be the Pope. 
I was still not impressed.  
So who was the 
Archbishop of Krakow 
anyway? I thanked Fr. 
Gabryl for this 
information, and 
promptly forgot about it. 
The next evening Fr. 
Gabryl was speaking with 
Msgr. Weinzapfel all 
about the good Polish 
doctor complete with 
onions and walks, and 
about Padre Pio’s 
prophecy regarding his 
friend the Archbishop of 
Krakow.  Msgr. 
Weinzapfel like myself 
seemed unimpressed.  He 
simply said, “Oh, is that 
so, Fr. Gabryl.” 
Two months later his 
friend the Archbishop of 
Krakow became the Pope!  
After that we all wanted 
to know who his doctor 
was! 

 

 
Rev. Bruce A. Bradley – Served 1978-1980 

Ordained April 29,1978  

I have many beautiful memories 
of St. Pius X.  In a nutshell what I 
remember is the wonderful 
families/people at St. Pius.  I’ve 
had many good assignments in 
the diocese and in the military.  I 
can say without any hesitation 
that of all my assignments, 
civilian and military, St. Pius was 
my happiest and best assignment.  
One memory  I’ll share is this:  
One Halloween night, the rectory 
was bombarded by all these little 

Catholic “angels,” 
“devils,” “ghosts,” 
“pirates,” etc. coming in 
groups of 4 or 5 or more.  
They all seemed to stand 
about 2 ½ feet tall.  
Monsignor Weinzapfel had 
jars of candy on a table 
by the front door.  When 
the door bell rang, I’d go 
to the door, look down 
through the peephole (so 
that I could see the 
“2½s” (the two and a 
halves).  I’d open the 
door and the “little ones” 
would look up, hold out 
their bags and challenge 
me with “Trick or 
Treat!!!”  I would take 
their bags, close the 
door, get a piece of 
candy for each urchin, 
open the door, give out 
one piece to each one, 

close the door and keep 
the sacks they’d given to 
me to fill!  I would then 
look down through the 
peephole and smile as the 
little ones stood there 
bewildered, confused and 
shocked that they lost 
their loot and got only 
one piece of candy each!  
All I could see was four or 
five pair of eyes, looking 
at each other, ghosts and 
goblins, asking “Wha 
Happened!?!  We was 
took!”  I would then open 
the door, give them their 
sacks with more pieces of 
candy.  The little ones 
would rush off to attack 
another house, their faith 
in the priesthood once 
again restored. 

 

Rev. Henry J. Drozd, LTC Chaplain (Retired) Rev. Henry J. Drozd, LTC Chaplain (Retired) Rev. Henry J. Drozd, LTC Chaplain (Retired) Rev. Henry J. Drozd, LTC Chaplain (Retired) ––––        

Served 1967-1972         Ordained Dec 19, 1962 

Fr. Bruce Bradley is 
currently the pastor of St. 
Michael the Archangel parish 

in McKinney. 

Fr. Henry Drozd serves in the 
Savannah, GA area.  He tries 
to stop by St. Pius when he 

visits family in Ennis. 
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Msgr. Thomas Weinzapfel – Served 1956-1996 

64 years of priesthood this December…      Ordained Dec. 23, 1945 

o St. Pius X Parish, shaped by 
our motto “Love One 
Another” 

o Ladies Society Circles 
o Wonderful Priests sharing 

our ministry at St. Pius X 
o Tuition Free School 
o Priestly vocations nurtured 

at St. Pius X 
o The great nuns and lay 

faculty at St. Pius X School – 
at one point we had five 
priests and eighteen nuns at 
St. Pius X 

o The Charismatic Movement 
giving us Spiritual Inspiration 

o The industrious Men’s Club 
o Martha Jo Kerr ‘mothering’ 

me and the whole parish 
o Virginia Hemmi and the 

marvelous CCD program 
o The many Holy Ghost Sisters 

who mentored the thousands 
of students who grew up at 
St. Pius X 

o Our glorious “New” Church 
o Our ever expanding school 

facilities 
o Our fruitful Scouting 

Program 
o My 53 years at St. Pius X 

(ahem, we still see you now 
and then, we’re not finished 
with you yet!) 

o The great number of 
converts through the RCIA 
program 

o St. Pius X outstanding 
Finance Committees 

o The “winningest” Football 
Team of the 1960’s and 
1970’s 

o The best ever Cheerleaders 
and Drill Team of the 1970’s 
and 1980’s 

o The multitude of beautiful 
Church Cleaners 

o The many Diaconate 
Vocations from St. Pius X 
and their great service. 

 
 

 

 

 

o And Monsignor… it seems 
unanimous from your brother 
priests, that you are a great 
priestly role model for them.  

 

We see Monsignor Weinzapfel quite often 
around St. Pius and he’s still teaching us 
about the saints… and more. 
God love you, Monsignor!  Be assured of our 
continued prayers! 
 



ST. PIUS XST. PIUS XST. PIUS XST. PIUS X     

Alumni AssociationAlumni AssociationAlumni AssociationAlumni Association    

3030 Gus Thomasson Rd. 

Dallas, TX 75228 

Church Phone: 
972-279-6155 
800 916-6125 

School Office: 
972 279-2339 

We’re on the Web! 

See us at: 

http://www.spxdallas.org 

Then Click on:  

Alumni Association 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1959 Diane O’Roark Yates  

dyates@dcccd.edu 

1961  Rosemary Benedetto   

rosemary.benedetto@sbcglobal.net 

1965  Patti Devine Gallia  

patricia.gallia@yahoo.com 

1966  Debi Tiechman Dibble   

debidib@sbcglobal.net 

1967  Paul Korkames  

doctordeeptrack@cox.net 

1968  Lilia Martinez Charters 

lamcharters777@sbcglobal.net  

1969  Anne Kotrany  

akotrany@mesquiteisd.org 

1971  Bev Kosco    

bev.kosco@gmail.com 

1973  Ann Edwards Rich  

iamrich2@sbcglobal.net 

1976  Denise Costello    

dcostello@demac.com  
1980  Lisa Hebert O’Bryant  

lobryant@barclayfg.com 

1984 Veena Valiaveedu 

 veenatx@hotmail.com 

1987  Cindy Sais Molina   

cindymariemolina@yahoo.com 

1988  Missy Nash Waggoner   

missyann218@yahoo.com 

 

1991 Keith Thornblom 

 kthornblom@gmail.com 

1992 Lisakay Stone 

lk343@hotmail.com 

1997 Angela Bradley 

ambunt@hotmail.com 

1998 Laura Guzman    

lauramguzman@gmail.com  
2001  Stephanie DeTamble   

 sjdetamble@hotmail.com 

2003  Ashley Almanza 

Shortgirl07@aol.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us as a Class Rep… 

 There are opportunities for YOU to serve as a Class Rep 
for your class.  Renew old friendships and make NEW 
friends too!  Do research on your own time and use our 
growing network of Class Reps to help put you in touch 
with family members of your classmates.  We’ll give you 
the tools you need and encourage you along the way.  
Get in on the ground floor before all of the slots are 
taken – although we will always make room for anyone 
who wants to join in on the fun – you can even grab a 
friend or two and be Co-Reps! 
 

Let’s celebrate our memories and history at St. Pius 
School by rounding up as many former students, 
teachers, coaches, staff, religious and clergy as we 
possibly can.  We’d love to welcome you onto the Class 
Rep team. 
 
SPX Class Representatives are welcome for all classes.  We are the anchors of 
the class and we keep the class list contact information current.  Co-Reps can 
share the fun.  What else do we do?  Want to share the fun?  Contact a Rep from 
the list or email  Alicia Mendoza. 

 

If you have received this mailing through 

another source and would like to be added to 
our Alumni E-Mailer mailing list, Click here to 

submit your email address.  If you no longer 
wish to receive this mailing, please email     

Alicia Mendoza 

Some final thoughts… 
Fellow alumni, 
If you didn’t see anything from your favorite priest in this issue and you know how to contact 
him, drop me a line and let me know.  Better yet, forward this newsletter to him and 
encourage him to contact me and I’ll share the particulars of the project.  We want to hear 
from as many of our priests as possible.  So if you can help us out, be our guest! 
 
If you enjoyed this issue of Reconnect SPX 2009 for the Jubilee Year of the Priest just a fraction 
of how much I enjoyed getting in touch with our wonderful priests…emailing, phoning, and 
even chatting in person…then it was well worth the effort and we’ll try to keep the ball rolling 
until we reconnect with many more. 
 
Take full advantage of this Year for Priests and reach out to those who have touched your lives 
in any way.  Tell them what they mean to you and share your special memories.  You won’t 
regret it and they will be so thankful that you remembered them. 
 
I’d love to hear from you regarding this special feature…God bless you all! Bev Kosco 
            Class of 1971 

Resources:  

www.spxdallas.org  

St. Pius X Church Services and Information 
www.spxdallas.org/School2007/SchoolHome.htm  

St. Pius X School information  

 


