Notes from the Principal’s Desk
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!

s To our St. Pius alums — and now BL
students — for coming by to visit and for
helping around the school.

% To Mrs. Debbie Horak for teaching our
gardening enrichment class this quarter.

% To Mrs. Tobin and Mrs. Diane Rodriguez
for teaching the cooking enrichment class
last Friday.

« To everyone who helped with the SPX
Craft Fair.

« To our Advisory Council members and
other families who have been visiting our
neighboring parishes to promote St. Pius
School.

* To Mrs. Wieters, Mrs. Sedeghi, Ms.
Farmer, and Ms. Sutton for helping our
development director with marketing
plans for our school.

Goodbye Mass for F=r. Larry

Please join us tomorrow as our school children
celebrate a special Mass at 8:00 a.m. to say
“goodbye” and “thank you” to Fr. Larry.
Following Mass, we will all move to the gym
where the students will entertain Fr. Larry with
their special talents! We are so grateful for the
many years Fr. Larry has served all of us so
lovingly, and we will miss him very, very much!

Thanksgiving Food Collection

At our Mass for Fr. Larry tomorrow, we will
take up our annual food collection that will help
the SPX St. Vincent de Paul Society provide
food for many families this holiday season.
Suggested food items to donate include:

1 Ib. canned hams Canned peas
Canned sweet potatoes Canned fruit

Canned cranberry sauce Canned pumpkin
Cornbread stuffing mix Evaporated milk
Chicken broth Cake mix

Jell-O or pudding Frosting

4 1b. bags of sugar
Of course, we will appreciate any and all
donations you choose to make, including cash.
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Cell Phones for Soldiers

Thank you for sending in your old cell phones
that will be recycled for cash that will then be
used to buy calling cards for our soldiers
overseas. Phones can be in any condition or
brand and do not need to have batteries or
chargers. If there is a battery, please keep the
phone and battery attached. Phones may be
dropped in the box at the school office or in the
foyer of church.

Tithe to St. Pius Church

This is a reminder that in order to pay
parishioner status tuition rates, parents must have
given at least $500 to St. Pius X Church during
the calendar year 2008. Everyone has until
December 31, 2008 to get this paid. Registration
for the 2009-2010 school year will begin in late
January. We will be checking to make sure that
our families are parishioners in good standing
before granting the parishioner rate for tuition.

Freshman Scholarship to BL
St. Pius Parish has a history of paying $600 for
freshman tuition to Bishop Lynch High School
for all St. Pius graduates whose families are
members in good standing at St. Pius Church. In
order to receive this financial assistance to BL,
gt grade parents must have paid at least $500 to
St. Pius Church in 2008 and again in 2009.
These payments are made to BL in two
installments — one in June and one in December.
Before the payments are made each year, our
records are checked to make sure families have
fulfilled their financial obligation to St. Pius
Church.
Grandparents Day

We really hope everyone is planning to join us
for our Thanksgiving Mass and Grandparents
Day on Wednesday, November 26. This is such
a special day, as our 2nd graders (not 4t graders
as previously stated — Dr. Newman made a
mistake!) are dressed as Pilgrims and Indians,
and the children share the morning with their
grandparents. Following Mass, all grandparents
will enjoy coffee and pastries in Communion
Hall before they take tours of the school and visit
their grandchild’s classroom.
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Boxtops for Education

The winner of the popsicle party for collecting
the most boxtops is Mrs. Hall's second grade
class with 676 boxtops! Great job! Runners up
were Mrs. Oliver’s 2" grade class with 524 and
Mrs. Empey’s 6" graders with 469. Thank you
to everyone who turned in boxtops! Please keep
saving them - the next deadline is Feb. 28, 2009.

First Friday Mass
Please make plans to join us for our First Friday
All-School Mass at 8:00 a.m. December 5. Our
5™ graders are planning the Mass, and we will
take up a collection to help support Catholic
Charities. This is our annual “Birthday Party for
Jesus” celebration that the children really enjoy.

Our students have begun working on the songs
and speaking parts for our Christmas play. The
Legend of the Christmas King will be presented
at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, December 17, in the
church. Rehearsals will be held during the school
day on December 2, 4, and 11, and dress
rehearsal will be the 16™. We thank Mrs.
Stribling and Mrs. Weaver for preparing the
students for their production.

Work of Heart Award

Please nominate our deserving St. Pius faculty
and staff for this award by writing a one-page
nomination letter. Staff members who have won
the award in previous years may be nominated
again this year! The letter may be emailed to
workofheart@catholicfoundation.com, or faxed
to 972-661-0140, or mailed to The Catholic
Foundation, Work of Heart Award, 5310 Harvest
Hill Rd., Ste. 248, Dallas, TX 75230.

Update Contact Information
If you have a new address, new phone
number(s), or new email address, please notify
the school office so we can make the changes in
our records. We really need to have current
contact info on all our school parents/guardians
so that we may reach people in a timely manner.
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Marketing St. Pius School
To offer your time to marketing and
development, please contact Alicia Mendoza at
amendoza@spxdallas.org or 972-279-6155 X119

Advent

Advent begins Sunday, November 30. We hope
all families will take the time to honor this
special season and be mindful that this is a time
for prayer and repentance, as we await the birth
of Christ. Creating an Advent wreath with your
children, then lighting the appropriate candles
and saying prayers each day is a beautiful way to
celebrate Advent and prepare for the birth of our
Savior.

Are You Safe Environment Cleared!
You may visit https://dallas.setanet.org and click
‘My Obligations’ to see when your last training
was and what is required before you may
volunteer. All parent, guardian, grandparent,
other family member volunteers are required to
update their safe environment training annually.
It is your responsibility to keep yourself
updated. New parent volunteers may visit the
same link and complete their initial screening
form to start the process. Additional information
may be found at www.spxdallas.org under Safe
Environment. All volunteers must wear their
badge every time they are on campus. Questions
may be directed to Ginger Farrell at 972-279-6155 or
gfarrell@spxdallas.org.

Congratulations to Mikhail Llauder
for winning 1°' place at the Winston
Science Competition on Saturday for
“Paper Cut-Outs,” which required
constructing a 3-D object from
paper. Mikhail made a car and won!

We are proud of Leo Andrade and
Colton Paradowski for taking
advantage of the opportunity that was
offered to all 6", 7" and 8" grade
students. Leo and Colton participated
in the Math Olympiad at UTD this past
Saturday. Good job, guys!

Be sure to check Mrs. Jaresh’s
website - www.aroundgarland.com to
read stories and see pictures about
St. Pius School and athletics!




